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‌ 
COUNCILMEMBERS‌ ‌WORK‌ ‌TO‌ ‌ADDRESS‌ ‌SEWAGE‌ ‌SPILL‌ ‌AND‌ ‌ENVIRONMENTAL‌ ‌AFTERMATH‌ ‌ 

On‌ ‌July‌ ‌11th,‌ ‌sewage‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Hyperion‌ ‌Water‌ ‌Reclamation‌ ‌Plant‌ ‌was‌ ‌discharged‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌ocean‌ ‌ 
‌ 

LOS‌ ‌ANGELES‌ ‌(July‌ ‌28,‌ ‌2021)‌ ‌-‌‌Los‌‌Angeles‌‌City‌‌Councilmembers‌‌Mitch‌‌O’Farrell‌‌and‌‌Paul‌‌Koretz,‌‌                             
two‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Council’s‌ ‌leaders‌ ‌on‌ ‌environmental‌ ‌issues,‌ ‌today‌ ‌introduced‌ ‌a‌‌motion‌‌to‌‌address‌‌the‌‌                             
July‌ ‌11th‌ ‌sewage‌ ‌spill‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌Hyperion‌ ‌Water‌ ‌Reclamation‌ ‌Plant‌ ‌(HWRP).‌ ‌ 

‌ 
“I‌ ‌am‌ ‌deeply‌ ‌committed‌ ‌to‌ ‌protecting‌ ‌our‌ ‌environment,‌ ‌and‌ ‌I‌ ‌want‌ ‌every‌ ‌Angeleno‌ ‌to‌ ‌feel‌‌                             
confident‌ ‌that‌ ‌this‌ ‌City‌ ‌takes‌ ‌its‌ ‌responsibilities‌ ‌as‌ ‌environmental‌ ‌stewards‌ ‌very‌ ‌seriously,”‌ ‌said‌‌                         
Councilmember‌‌O’Farrell,‌‌the‌‌chair‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Council’s‌‌Energy,‌‌Climate‌‌Change,‌‌Environmental‌‌Justice,‌‌                       
and‌‌Los‌‌Angeles‌‌River‌‌Committee.‌‌“It‌‌is‌‌critical‌‌that‌‌the‌‌City‌‌address‌‌the‌‌incident‌‌at‌‌Hyperion‌‌and‌‌                                 
fully‌ ‌inform‌‌Angelenos‌‌about‌‌what‌‌happened,‌‌while‌‌developing‌‌and‌‌implementing‌‌an‌‌action‌‌plan‌‌                         
to‌ ‌repair‌ ‌the‌ ‌damage‌ ‌and‌ ‌prevent‌ ‌this‌ ‌from‌ ‌happening‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌future.”‌ ‌ 

‌ 
On‌ ‌July‌ ‌11th,‌ ‌a‌ ‌blockage‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌HWRP‌ ‌system‌ ‌led‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌discharge‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌Pacific‌ ‌Ocean‌ ‌of‌‌                                   
approximately‌‌17‌‌million‌‌gallons‌‌of‌‌sewage‌‌(or‌‌6%‌‌of‌‌HWRP’s‌‌daily‌‌load)‌‌one‌‌mile‌‌offshore‌‌instead‌‌                               
of‌ ‌the‌ ‌standard‌ ‌five‌ ‌miles.‌ ‌As‌ ‌a‌ ‌precautionary‌ ‌measure,‌ ‌nearby‌ ‌beaches‌ ‌were‌ ‌closed‌ ‌by‌‌the‌‌Los‌‌                               
Angeles‌ ‌County‌ ‌Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌Public‌ ‌Health‌ ‌(DPH)‌ ‌for‌ ‌two‌ ‌days‌ ‌before‌ ‌being‌ ‌reopened‌ ‌after‌‌                           
shoreline‌ ‌sampling‌ ‌verified‌ ‌the‌ ‌water‌ ‌was‌ ‌safe‌ ‌for‌ ‌swimming.‌ ‌LA‌ ‌Sanitation‌ ‌&‌ ‌Environment‌‌                         
(LASAN),‌ ‌which‌ ‌operates‌ ‌HWRP,‌‌is‌‌currently‌‌engaged‌‌in‌‌extensive‌‌repairs‌‌to‌‌the‌‌facility.‌‌Effects‌‌to‌‌                             
the‌ ‌treatment‌ ‌process‌ ‌have‌ ‌caused‌ ‌odors‌ ‌that‌ ‌have‌ ‌impacted‌ ‌the‌ ‌local‌ ‌community.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
“The‌ ‌Sanitation‌ ‌workers‌ ‌whose‌ ‌quick‌ ‌thinking‌‌saved‌‌Hyperion‌‌from‌‌complete‌‌destruction‌‌should‌‌                       
be‌‌commended‌‌for‌‌saving‌‌Santa‌‌Monica‌‌Bay‌‌from‌‌an‌‌even‌‌worse‌‌and‌‌ongoing‌‌sewage‌‌spill.‌‌While‌‌                               
we‌‌work‌‌to‌‌make‌‌absolutely‌‌certain‌‌this‌‌never‌‌happens‌‌again,‌‌we‌‌need‌‌to‌‌repair‌‌with‌‌the‌‌future‌‌in‌‌                                   
mind,”‌‌said‌‌Councilmember‌‌Paul‌‌Koretz.‌‌“Since‌‌we‌‌are‌‌already‌‌making‌‌plans‌‌to‌‌transform‌‌Hyperion‌‌                           
to‌‌recycle‌‌100%‌‌of‌‌our‌‌available‌‌purified‌‌wastewater‌‌via‌‌Operation‌‌NEXT,‌‌we‌‌could‌‌potentially‌‌save‌‌                             
significant‌ ‌funding‌ ‌by‌ ‌using‌ ‌the‌ ‌current‌ ‌repairs‌ ‌to‌ ‌actively‌ ‌mitigate‌ ‌our‌ ‌ever-worsening‌‌                       
megadrought.”‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
The‌ ‌motion‌ ‌instructs‌ ‌LASAN‌ ‌to‌ ‌immediately‌ ‌report‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌cause‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌spill;‌ ‌its‌ ‌impacts‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌‌                                 
ocean,‌ ‌beaches,‌ ‌and‌ ‌water‌ ‌quality;‌ ‌the‌ ‌current‌ ‌state‌ ‌of‌ ‌repairs‌ ‌at‌ ‌HWRP;‌ ‌steps‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌taking‌ ‌to‌‌                                 
control‌‌the‌‌noxious‌‌fumes‌‌and‌‌odors‌‌impacting‌‌the‌‌local‌‌community;‌‌and‌‌steps‌‌to‌‌mitigate‌‌future‌‌                             
similar‌‌occurrences,‌‌including‌‌public‌‌education‌‌efforts.‌‌The‌‌motion‌‌also‌‌instructs‌‌LASAN‌‌to‌‌report‌‌                         
on‌ ‌its‌ ‌coordination‌‌with‌‌DPH‌‌regarding‌‌public‌‌notification‌‌of‌‌the‌‌spill,‌‌and‌‌how‌‌emergency‌‌public‌‌                             
notification‌‌protocols‌‌can‌‌be‌‌improved.‌‌Lastly,‌‌the‌‌motion‌‌instructs‌‌LASAN‌‌to‌‌look‌‌for‌‌engineering‌‌                           
opportunities‌‌to‌‌use‌‌the‌‌necessary‌‌repairs‌‌to‌‌begin‌‌the‌‌transformation‌‌towards‌‌the‌‌100%‌‌recycled‌‌                           
water‌ ‌Operation‌ ‌NEXT‌ ‌project‌ ‌and‌ ‌thereby‌ ‌maximize‌ ‌funding‌ ‌resources.‌ ‌ 

‌ 



“The‌ ‌efforts‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌ ‌‌hard-working‌ ‌and‌‌dedicated‌‌frontline‌‌staff‌‌contained‌‌the‌‌flow‌‌to‌‌a‌‌controlled‌‌                             
discharge‌‌through‌‌the‌‌one-mile‌‌outfall,‌‌averting‌‌a‌‌much‌‌larger‌‌catastrophe‌‌-‌‌namely,‌‌the‌‌complete‌‌                           
shutdown‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌plant,”‌ ‌said‌ ‌Barbara‌ ‌Romero,‌ ‌LASAN‌ ‌general‌ ‌manager.‌ ‌“We‌ ‌consider‌ ‌ourselves‌‌                         
good‌ ‌neighbors‌ ‌and‌‌are‌‌committed‌‌to‌‌providing‌‌full‌‌transparency‌‌regarding‌‌this‌‌incident.‌‌We‌‌will‌‌                           
work‌‌with‌‌our‌‌partners‌‌to‌‌mitigate‌‌future‌‌occurrences‌‌and‌‌continue‌‌to‌‌be‌‌stalwart‌‌champions‌‌for‌‌                             
our‌ ‌environment.”‌ ‌ 

‌ 
###‌ ‌ 


